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Workers’ Autonomy For Social Revolution 


Thatcher’s Britain leads the way into deepening depression. 


What’s Capitalism Done 


for You lately? 


by: Tom Marick 
Nothing strikes at the heart of 
modera iodugnal sooty. Bk. un- 







wage-labour and capital is a politi- 
cally hostile one precisely because 
unemployment is the basis of indus- 
trial life. However little is under- 


stood about the causes of job inse- 
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domination of workers. 


curity. And mainstream ideologists 
have not addressed themselves to 
the social consequences of this con- 
temporary plague. 

It is not in the interests of the 
establishment to treat unemploy- 
ment as other than a natural condi- 
tion of life in society. Yet unem- 
ployment is a transitory phase 
firmly rooted in the habits of domi- 
nation by humanity of humanity. 
This condition constitutes the chief 
characteristic of the global network 
today. 

As the labour-capacity at socie- 
ty’s disposal has been gathered to- 
gether in the cities of the world its 
productivity has increased to the 
extent it has been combined more 
thoroughly. Unemployment accom- 
panied this increased productivity 
and bred the familiar poverty of the 
immediate producers. 

Society previously created or 
found surpluses. However, these 
only became valuable to the extent 
they could be extracted from the 
immediate producers of them. This 
requirement of domination was 
facilitated by the centralized regula- 
tion of the labourers made possible 
by cities. What is important, how- 
ever, in this rise of the towns is the 
consolidation of a leisure class sup- 
ported by domination. 

Urbanization 

Spurred by its appetites for prof- 
its this establishment tended to 
expand its dominion both against 
rival authorities and more primitive 
communities. But the spread of cit- 
ies also decreased the need for direct 
As they 
were brought into closer coopera- 
tion by way of urbanization the cap- 


‘italist class emerged. It lived by way 


of trading commodities for which 
they received a percentage of the 
value from the producers. These 


- merchants really came into their 











own as a market for wage labour 
developed atomizing labourers and 








fhe labour magket was both 
a practical cent oi trade cus- 
toms and a break with those rou- 
tines in the sense that previously 


onty those items haphazardly pro- 


duced in surplus by artisans or land 
owners’ dependents could become 
commodities. Now with labour-time 
for hire any item can become a 
commodity and any merchant can 
become an industrialist. 


For industrialists the labour 
market cheapened the value of indi- 
vidual commodities because the 
labour needed to produce them 
could be specialized in the work- 
shop and fired when not required. 
The new mobility of workers also 
reduced employer production costs. 

However these reductions in the 


net value added to the products also 
adversely effected the establishment. 
Currently, for example, it depre- 
ciates stocks which are claims to 
future production’s value and there- 
fore rise and fall with the amount of 
labour required to produce a com- 
modity. Likewise increased produc- 
tivity restricts the credit market 
which also represents claims to the 
value of future production. The 
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value of credit charges therefore de- 
clines with production costs. Sim- 
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rates signaling that the sates of 
money is declining. : 

All these downward pressures on 
value add up to a tendency for the 


rate of profit to fall. This fall can be — 


partially countered by increasing an 
individual firm’s share of the mar- 
ket. This competition for increased 
markets is most favourable to those 
firms with lower production costs. 
At present production costs are best 
lowered by mechanization and auto- 
mation which are the major means 
of increasing productivity. 


Common interest 

Yet of late the captains of indus- 
try have choosen instead to shift the 
burden of their crisis onto the 


labour movement by wage cuts in. 


order to increase the profits availa- 
ble to them. That’s why strike activ- 
ity to defend wage levels has 
increased over the last decade. 

The capitalists resist automation 
because they see in it the end of 
their class. They identify this with 
the end of society in general. But if 
workers are to rid themselves of the 
age old scourge of unemployment 


See Unemployment p. 3 







Canada now “officially” has over 1,000,000 unemployed. 
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Silence in 
Complicity 


by: John Bacher 


While “mainstream” media manipu- 
lators and political pawrts have been 
taking remarkably supportive ac- 
tions against the Polish Govern- 
ment’s use of martial law to attempt 


to crush the-Solidarity Trade Union 


Movement, either praise or silence 
has greeted the Turkish armed for- 
ces’ similar steps against their coun- 
trys own dissident union, DISK, 
The Confederation of Revolutionary 
Trade Unions. Some 52 of its mem- 
bers are currently on trial for their 
lives before a military tribunal. 

Like Solidarity, DISK emerged 
out of opposition to an “official” 
state-employer controlled trade un- 
ion organization. Unlike its Polish 
counterpart, headed by communist 
party bureaucrats, the Confedera- 
tion of Turkish Trade Unions, is tied 
to the AFL-CIO and the CIA. It 
presently is led by one Sadik Side, a 
member of the army backed cabinet 
and enjoys full legal rights except 
engaging in such forbidden activities 
as strikes or collective bargaining. 

DISK has earlier antecedants 
than Solidarity, having been formed 


in 1967. It quickly became as Berch 
Berberoglu noted in the March 1981 
issue of the scholarly journal Race. 
and Class, “a rallying-point for class- 
conscious workers and trade union- 
ists throughout Turkey.” As a result 
of its militant strike action military 
government was similarly imposed 
in 1971. This led to a rapid increase 
in the rate of exploitation, with pro- 
fits extracted from the backs of 
workers jumping 18 per cent from 
1970 to 1973. With the ending of 
martial law DISK led a resurgence 
of working class protests. In May 
1977 40,000 metal workers began a 
strike. that would be victorious eight 
months later. Links were established 
with the Kurdish nationalist move- 
ment despite government efforts to 
turn its opponents against each 
other. In response to such chal- 
lenges the fascist CIA-trained death 
squads of The Nationalist Action 
Party killed 2,500 persons. In re- 
sponse, in March 1978, more than 
two million people took part in a 
two hour general strike called by 
DISK to protest fascist terror, which 
was followed by a march of more 
than half a million persons in Istan- 
bul on May Day. 


_ Direct Action 


Despite anti-union violence work- 
er militancy intensified in 1979, cli- 
maxing with the military seizure of 


power on September 12th, 1980. In 
October 1979 400 workers occupied 
The Kula Textile Factory in Izmir 
for eight hours until police broke 
down the doors, dispersing them 
with water hoses. | 

In mid-January 1980 workers in 
Izmir occupied a state-owned thread 
factory protesting the cancellation 
of their contracts. The occupation 
continued for a month, receiving 
support from*35,000 workers trom 
another union. Workers cut electri- 
city and water supplies, blocked 
roads, stopped ‘transport in several 
districts. The occupation ended after 
some 1,500 workers were arrested 
after thousands of troops stormed 
the plant in tanks and armoured 
cars. In sympathy with victims of 
military repression some 2,000 teach- 
ers boycotted classes; resulting in 
their suspension, the banning of 
their union and the closing of five 
schools. 

Again akin to the Polish generals 
directing the recent spate of repres- 
sion in Poland. the officers who in- 


stituted a military -dictatorship in >- 
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Turkey are prime beneficiaries of the 
economic status-quo. As the Septem- 
ber 19, 1980 issue of the liberal Brit- 
ish publication the New Statesman 
pointed out, the Armed Forces Mu- 
tual Funds, (financed -by a ten per 
cent levy from the 80.090 member 
officer corps) | is the third largest con- 
glomerate in the courcry. It is un- 
dertaking joint ventures with foreign 
firms like Goodyear and Internation- 
al Harvester to return fat dividends 
to its “shareholders”. 

Like their Polish counter-parts 
Turkish generals have shared the re- 
sponsibility for their country’s 
plunge into massive indebtedness to 
western bankers. In Turkey it 
reached a level of $17.5 billion in 


1980, partly to fund imports of mil- _ 


itary equipment and the insatiable 
appetite of state-run defence indus- 
tries. 

However the extent of repression 
in Turkey might make even a Polish 
general wince. For while the arrest 
estimates are in the 40-70,000 range 
for both countries, Turkey has con- 
ducted ten executions under martial 
law. Also, Amnesty International 
has reported that 22 persons have 
died in custody since the takeover. 


Despite government claims repeated nt 


in a December 31, 1981. Toronto 
Globe & Mail artigle that torture 


See NATO p. 8 
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Pd like to briefly note that Lazarus Jones’ article on Solidarity’s 
convention was interesting and hit upon some very good points. 
However one must delineate between “honest” intellectual sup- 
porters of Solidarity and the specialists and/or technical experts 
who were brought in by the then developing bureaucracy. The 
question is not one of intellectualism vs. anti-intellectualism but, 
rather, the organic synthesis of revolutionary practice and theo- 
retical development. Let’s not forget that many of the opponents 
for the National Chair of Solidarity were also supported by the 
intellectual community. 

As much as the polish workers have inspired many of us we 
must be critical as well, particularly in attempting to relate the 
Polish experience to our own workplace/social struggles. And 
our criticisms should not only be directed at Solidarity’s bureau- 
cracy. 

I believe tht it’s important to recognized the near impossibility 
to create what would amount to an “island” of self-management 
in the Leninist sea, that is Eastern Europe. A revolutionary 
society can not be implemented from above, nor can it exist by 
itself. Naturally the key is a generalized social revolution not only 
in Eastern Europe but in the West as well. To ignore the totality of 
the situation is to be somewhat naive and shortsighted. A quick 
look at history will show that an isolated workers revolution will 
be crushed not only by emerging authoritarian forces, but also 
under the weight of western capital, ie: the International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

Mike Harris 


Misdirected Anger 


Dear Strikers: 


> suggested things 
would be better off without your publication. Although there 
are substantial areas of disagreement on every imaginable sub- 
ject between your paper and ours we do share the final goal of 
a stateless society and in calmer moments do not wish for your 
demise. 

Our letter was written hastily after seeing your issue which 
contained the attack on Carl Harp just as we had received the 
news of his death at the hands of the state. Our anger and 
sadness unfortunately focused on you. 

Good luck with your new monthly format. 

THE FIFTH ESTATE STAFF 


Very Impressed 


Dear Comrades, 


I picked up a copy of STRIKE! Vol. | No. 12 at the Brixton 
Anarchist Centre in London and was very impressed. 

Whilst not fully agreeing with a// your conclusions I thought 
your article on Poland was very good and much above the 
usual ‘libertarian’ and ‘leftist’ superficial adulation of the Sol- 
idarity union. Also the article on the 1. W.W. was unusual in not + 
maintaining the expected anarchist reserve in criticising the cur- 
rent I. W.W. in respect for the memory of the old I. W.W. 

The coverage of workplace struggles was much better than 
most magazines with your political outlook, and for those of us 
outside North America the news content was very useful. What 


more can I say?! 
Fraternally, 

Mike 

Manchester, England 
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Starters 


Here we are with the second issue of the monthly STRIKE! 
The reaction to the new format so far has been quite favoura- 
ble. So has the response to making STRIKE! more of a ‘move- 
ment’ paper. As pleased as we are over this it is still our inten- 
tion to have STRIKE! function as a publication committed to 
the eventual realization of a structured, class-based libertarian 
organization. 

Nonetheless, encouragement from libertarians of all persua- 
sions gives us added reason to continue publishing STRIKE! 
But praise does not pay our ever increasing bills: Foremost 
among thse rising expenses are those recently imposed by the 
Post Office..In our estimation the new postal rates add nearly 
$100.00 to the cost of each issue. Adding salt to the wounds is 
the Post Office’s frustration of our attempts to get a Second 
Class Mailing Permit. 

Since individual mailings require double the previous postage 
necessary we find ourselves forced to re-assess our subscription 
rates. Any changes will be considerably more modest than 
those of the Post Office. But they will be in addition to our less 
flexible subscription renewal policy. Henceforth persons whose 
subscriptions have expired will get two additional issues before 
being cut off. Ample advance notice will also be- given. It is in 
the interest of the newspaper’s survival that this inconvenience 
be avoided so please renew those subscriptions promptly. 

Both subscribers and persons receiving bulk mailings of 
STRIKE! received with the last issue our first direct fundraising 
appeal. We hope it will impress upon people how precarious 
the future of STRIKE! is. Making the newspaper self-sustaining 
is not a pipe dream. If only 50 people were to contribute just 
$15.00 per month STRIKE! could continue for years! 

Our black on red STRIKE! buttons are en route to us 
through our highly reputed postal service and should be avail- 
able any time now. They’re $1.00 each. The money goes to the 
newspaper’s survival. Bulk orders will be sent on consignment 
but we prefer pre-payment if possible. 


TAKE THAT REACTIONARY SMIRK OFF YOUR 


MUG, COMRADE -THERES A REVOLUTION 
HAT NEEDS ORGANISING.- 
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Starting next issue the addresses for the STRIKE! network 

will be listed. Local distributors are welcome to take part and 

shall be involved in major decisions affecting STRIKE! A 

number of groups and one individual have expressed their 

desire to be listed. We urge all other interested persons to con- 

tact us as soon as possible. 
Finally, STRIKE! received a provocative reply to the article 

‘A Challenge to the Prison Movement’ which appeared in Vol. 1 

No. 11. . : 

We were asked to re-print excerpts but did not given its sca- 

thing accusations against the anonymous author of the contro- 

versial article. Neithėr was it our wish to devote any space to a 

critique also supporting avowedly Marxist-Leninist urban guer- 

illas. However if some of our readers wish to see this document 

we invite them to write: ` 

Paul Hetznecker 

161 Colonial Village 

Amherst 

Mass. 01002 
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February 15, 1982 


A Feminist Perspective 


Letter to the Editors of Strike (Re: ““Reds/Hollywood goes to 
the revolution”) 

Your reviewer Lazarus Jones seems to have overlooked the 
fact that the movie “Reds” is called Reds, plural, not Red, 
singular. The embarrassing portrayal of Louise Bryant by 
Diane Keaton (as someone said at intermission, “John Reed 
and Annie Hall go to Moscow”) no doubt contributes to the 
dismissal of Bryant as a serious character in the film, but surely 
we must acknowledge that Warren Beatty intended Bryant to 
be more than just a sexual appendage of Reed. As the program 
Tribute somewhat optimistically announced, “Bryant pursued 
goals of her own — recognition as a writer and freedom as a 
woman.” 

Lazarus’ review betrays one of two common reaction to 
Louise Bryant a-la-Reds. Inrodinate praise for Beatty’s attempt 
to break the female silver-screen stereotype, or, as in Lazarus’ 
case, an almost total disregard for the fact that Bryant was one 
of two central figures in the movie. It is true that romantic 
schmaltz tends to dominate the film, undoubtedly for strategic 
appeal-to-a-popular-audience motives, but why write-off the 
female character as soon as “Gone With The Wind” tendencies 
get out of hand? Reed is as much a part of the lilies and 
Christmas tree scenes as Bryant, yet his participation in the 
romance is seen in terms of an over-all failure of the film rather 
than as a trivializing of his character. 

Intelligent discussion of Beatty’s treatment of Bryant has 
been overlooked because a female character cannot yet be 
shown on screen in a relationship with a man and still be con- 
sidered a serious component in the film. In Reds Bryant is 
more than, as Lazarus puts it, Reed’s “domestic misadven- 
tures”. Despite an all too prevalent reluctance to criticize a film 
considered “decidedly subversive” in the context of “Rea- 
ganism’’, clear-headed discussion of the presentation of a char- 
acter such as Bryant is essential to the ongoing development of 
feminist cultural criticism. This is particularly so in the light of 
Hollywood’s recent belated attempts to introduce women rath- 
er than sex symbols onto the screen. We need to be as certain 
about where a film succeeds as where it fails, and both success 
and failure in this context can be seen in Reds. 
context can be seen in Reds. 

Encouraging moments in the movie included the opening 
exhibition scene where Bryan is‘shown as social liberator de- 
spite the mortification of her staid husband. The first studio 
scene where Bryan puts her career before romance and doesn’t 
end up in bed. Bryan’t decision to leave her husband and go to 
New York by herself in the days when 3400-odd miles couldn’t - 
be travelled by plane and women never journeyed alone. The 
suggestion that Bryant saw throught the bullshit of intellectual 
cafe life and, later, the super-star politico’ scene. The acknow- 
ledgement that women scream and punch (I’m praising faith to 
reality here, not the message) and don’t necessarily end a dis- ` 


agreement happily in bed. The congressional investigation 


‘trayed as emotionally strong when under attack. The Bryant 
criticism of Reed when he strong-arms his comrade with the 
Tm a more dedicated revolutionary than you” line. And, 
finally, the scenes in which Bryan further proves her strength 
by refusing to allow O’Neill to ‘protect’ her from the ordeal of 
the secret journey to Russia, a journey which she successfully 
completes. 


Notwithstanding these positive aspects, what stunk in the 
movie included the not-so-subtle suggestion that despite the 
film’s criticism of Bryant’s artistic dabbling, there was, after all, 
something endearing and maybe even meaningful about it. The 
whole O'Neill affair in which it was shown that women are 
vain and fickle creatures but that the best of them can over- 
come this drawback and stick by the ‘good guy’ in the end. The 
conclusion that free love is a destructive game which serious 
lovers reject in favour of monogamy and ultimately marriage 
(or perhaps marriage and ultimately monogamy). The break-up 
scene in which Bryan proves that women don’t really mean 
what they say and are at heart jealous and possessive. The 
revolution scenes in which Bryan’t sexual re-union with Reed 
informs us that no woman can resist a hero, and most annoy- 
ing of all, the degrading kitchen scene in which any political 
pretentions the film may have sink into cheap slap-stick for the 
sake of a laugh. 

The most positive feminist aspect of Reds is the attempt, 
however unsuccessful, to develop a unique female personality. 
Ironically enough, the failure of the film lies not in its slips into 
stereotypes and cliches, but in its inability to take itself ser- 
iously. The movie leaves Bryant stranded and alone in Moscow 
and the director feels it unnecessary to give us a postscript. It 
isn’t that Beatty presumes Bryant has failed to arouse our 
interest, rather it is that as director he has not fully grasped 
that a unique female character must be able to stand alone on 
her own merits. The conclusion of the Reed/Bryant story 
according to Reds betrays Beatty’s patriarchal assumption that 
women as individuals are ultimately important only in-terms of 
their relationsihip with men. Bryant is interesting because she 
was Reed’s wife. It stands.to reason that a man as great as 
Reed would be involved with a women as remarkable as 
Bryant. 

R.B., 
Toronto 5 








STRIKE! is published ten times a year, skipping a month in 


January and August, by the STRIKE! Publishing Association 


and is a member newspaper of the Alternate Press Syndicate. 
STRIKE! is an independent journal of Anarchist and Liber- 
tarian Communist news and opinion dedicated to the principles 
of direct action and self-management. a 
Back issues of STRIKE! and its predecessor the North Ameri- 
can Anarchist are available at our regular price per copy. 
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Under the Rule of Capital 
A Refusal of Knowledge 


by: Kim Il Sung Jr. 


For-those who want more out of 
life than a hand-mechanized manure: 
farm in the middle.of East Bumfuck 
Territory, the notions of microphilia 
seem perverse indeed. Microphilia is 
the advocacy of smallness, justified as 





fortune exploiting this theory. Public- 
tions such as the Fifth Estate find it 
equally useful. They both agree that 
the intrinsic formal properties of a 
device (considered of course a priori) 
dictate the universal use and conse- 
quent social result of that device. 


CLASSIC QUOTATIONS 
‘‘There is no such thing as a labor-saving device.’ 
The Fifth Estate 
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a natural consequence of and appro- 
priate response to the smallness of 
human beings in comparison with the 
rest of the world or universe. In the 
microphilic belief-system the accent 
is not only on the relative smallness,of 
human beings but, most importantly, 
on our presumedly inherent, “‘natu- 
ral” and insurmountable limitations. 

While the Catholic view of human- 
ity argues from similar premises, 
microphilic beliefs need not be explic- 
itly mystical or theistic. Whereas the 
megaphile would develop his argu- 
ment around a blind confidence in 
the panacea of growth for its own sake, 
the microphile will insist on the 
incompatibility of growth itself with 
his or her notion of “the good life.” 
Whereas the megaphile attempts to 
rationalize his insistence on growth 
with the facile equation “‘more growth 
automatically means freedom,” the 
microphile defends smallness with an 
eye to the inexorable perpetuation of 
necessity, scarcity, and by implica- 
tion, the limitation of freedom. Meg- 
aphilia and microphilia are opposite 
sides of the same coin. Both are quan- 
tifications of the social experience 
according to extreme, rigid, simplistic 









growth, large-scale vs. small-scale, 
anti-technology vs pro-technology. 
The opponents of “technology” 
(never defined and invariably con- 
fused with technique”) commit two 
fundamental theoretical blunders: 1) 


reification, the reversal of subject and ~- 


object; 2) formal abstraction, the 
domination of form over content— 
both of which are essential premises 
of capitalist ideology. 

Ascribing authoritarian conscious- 


ness to inanimate objects hardly needs 


refutation. Yet constantly one sees 
this nonsense not only passed off as 
rational, but presented as inspired 
wisdom. The argument against “‘tech- 


' nology” goes something like this. 


Because high-technology instruments 
are employed in the process of class 
domination, they are therefore respon- 


sible for that domination. The same ` 


hammer that built houses and wag- 
ons, smashed kneecaps during the 
Spanish Inquisition. The hammer is 
therefore responsible for that nature 
of social domination. The argument 


is just that simplistic. It carries the: 


underlying assumption tht ‘‘technol- 
ogy” gives rise to social relationships. 
Concurrent with this point of view 
are the slogans, “Cokeadds life,” and 
“Chevys make good things happen.” 
Such is the nature of reification. 


As Guy Debord wrote concerning 
the nature of the spectacle, “It is a 
vision of the world which has become 
objectified.”” Those who define all 
technology in terms of capitalistjtech- 
nology show themselves incapable of 
any but spectacular thinking. The 
spectacle says “ouf way is the only 
way—what appears is all there is,” 
and the opponents of “technology” 
appear to agree whole-heartedly. It 
shows how thoroughly they have 
imbibed the ahistoricism of the spec- 
tacle. 

The separation of form and con- 
tent is an inherently rationalist-empir- 
icist notion. It is the same premise 
which extracts exchange-value from 
use-value. Form is said to dictate 
content—and under capitalism, so it 
does. Marshall McLuhan made his 





Capitalist employment as a machine 
is posited as universal, hence the 
social context becomes irrelevant. 
The machine is treated as a category 
separate from its social development— 
as if there were an autonomous “‘his- 
tory of technology” aboye and beyond 






““Now remember, if you pick up a rock, that’s technology. 


red ends of craftsmanship.” For 
those like Lewis Mumford who des- 


cribe a large-scale technics as “au- 


thoritaian’’, and a small scale as 
“democratic”, the following ques- 
tions are offered. Was Egyptian hy- 
draulic society democrati or au- 


thoritarian? Is hand-cutting stone a 
simple technology? Does electricity 


transmit conformist ideas? Which is 
more democratic, China under the 
Ming Dynasty, or France in 1848? Is 
certain knowledge inherently dan- 
gerous? 































The next step is computer surveillance.” 


the history of social development—a 
God-given characteristic. McLuhan- 
ism (formalism) is a perennial pop- 
philosophy designed specifically to 
obscure the social origins of whatever 
comes into question. 

In the “back to the primitivism” 
approach one can see the linear result 
of the hippy movement of the late 60s. 
Not only are the arguments ahistorical 
and self-serving, but they bear a dis- 
heartening resemblance to the kind of 
JohnSinclair-“‘fuck everything—rock 
’n’ roll revolution” most of us had 
hoped was long forgotten. It is the, 
kind of Abbott and Costello “‘theo- 
retical work” appealing to uncritical 
minds looking for simplistic solu- 
tions. It is this position of anti- 
knowledge which has led several wri- 
ters to categorize ‘“‘anarchism” (too 
often rightly so) as the last phase of 
bourgeois individualism. 
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At atime when the forces of capital 


are re-grouping resources, and ruling , 


class policies require austerity in all 
things on the part of the working 
class, the philosophies of ‘small is 
beautiful” and “back to primitivism” 
fit neatly into the prevailing spectacle. 


Such notions are hardly new. In des- ' 


_ cribing his Nazi Utopia, Adolph Hitler 
envisioned “communities of indivi- 
dual craftsmen working together for 
the glory of German folkspirit.”” He 


railed against large-scale industry — 


which he claimed ‘“‘subverted the sac- 


Greek 





Update 


by St. Stateless 

On New Years Eve I happened to 
be partying in Montreal - a party of 
anarchists. It was there that I learned 
from another Greek comrade that P. 
Kiritsis, Y. Skanthalis, K. Moiras 
had been released sometime around 
Christmas. All three comrades had 
engaged in a long hunger strike 
before their release. . 

However we have no news about 
the fate of five other imprisoned 
comrades: Kalapothopoulos, Spiro- 
poulos, Karabatakis, Tapoutis. It 
should be hoped that pressure will 
be put on the Greek Socialist Gov- 
ernment for their release. The- re- 


= lease of the three comrades was a 


result of struggles within the prison 
and coordinated actions outside the 
prison by numerous sympathizers. 

On a last note: It appears that 
after the three comrades were freed 
prison inmates became increasingly 
militant demanding social justice for 
themselves and demanding to know 
where is the socialism in Greece. 
The last we heard it was stationed 
outside Korydalos Prison in 300 
armored anti-riot cars. 


Unemployment 
continued from p. 1 


they will encourage automation by 
way of defending their real wages. 
While it is true that accompany- 
ing unemployment has throughout 
history divided workers as they 


compete for jobs the maintenance of 


their wages has been the common 
interest which united them. It is this 
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is no 
fairy tale. 


Come see! From the Dracula 
country of the Carpathians and 
the painted monasteries of 
Moldavia to the Latin sophis- 
tication of Bucharest and 
the Black Sea resorts... 
Romania is a storybook 
vacationiand. Fantastic? 
With all-expense tours 
from $19 a day it’s aimost 
unbelievable. But true! 
Our TOUROMANIA bro- 
chure lists hundreds of 
vacation bargains... 
independent tours in 
Romania and multi-coun- 
try escorted tours 
including Romania. Write! 
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Strikes E 


by: Bruce Allen 
Romania continues to be a focal 
point of discontent in Eastern 
Europe. Violent strikes combined 
with other forms of unrest reached 
another high point this past 


. autumn. 
Trouble was principally touched . 


off by the introduction of bread ra- 
tioning. Once.again the militant coal 
miners of the Jiul Valley region 
went into action. Strikes erupted 


there in October leading to yet a- 


nother direct confrontation between 
these workers and Romanian Presi- 
dent Nicolai Ceasescu. 

As they had done in 1977 (see 
1 #11, p. 13) the 


the scene of a strike action by incar- 
cerating a local party official. The 
time before Ceasescu had to engage 
an assembly of miners in a five hour 
ong, Edward Gierek-style polemic 
during which they continually 


taunted him. This time Ceasescu’s | 


presence was greeted by a barrage 
of stones forcing him to flee by 
helicopter. 

Elsewhere, rioting reportedly oc- 
cured in the southern city of Giur- 
giu. Supposedly, the local deputy 
major was killed in the unrest. 

Romanian workers are clearly 
more fed up with their situation than 
ever. But they still seem incapable of 
anything more than a growing num- 
ber of spontaneous outbursts of 





by Mike Harris & Brian Amesly . 

Libertarian Aid for Latin Amer- 
ica (L.A.L.A.) is a project which 
began this‘ past July during an 
anarcho-syndicalist conference in 
New York City. The aims and pur- 
poses of L.A-L.A. are to provide 
both material aid and support for 
our underground and imprisoned 
comrades in Latin America. 
L.A.L.A. intends to do this by fund 
raising and. publishing an informa- 
tional bulletin concerning all activi- 
ties and events affecting them. This 
will complement similar work al- 


. ready underway in Europe. 


In order to do this type of solidar- 
ity work the development: of a 
broad network is needed. L.A.L.A. 
wishes to encourage all organizati- 


same interest which has made pos- * 


sible protection for the unemployed 
to prevent their being used for reac- 
tionary ends. 
included early retirement projects, 
overtime restrictions, longer vaca- 
tions, unemployment insurance 
plans and shorter work days. 

But it is wrong to believe that this 
is the remedy of the workers’ 
movement for unemployment. 
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This protection has. 
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rage. What the workers lack is even 
a semblance of organization mainly 
because earlier attempts to form auto- 
nomous unions were smashed. Given 
the intense repression prevailing in 
Romania this obstacle will be very 
difficult to overcome. 

At the same time there is the wor- 
sening economic crisis. Next to 
Poland, Romania owes the most 
money of all the East European re- 
gimes, six billion dollars, to Western 
banks. As in Poland too there is a 
quicksand effect in which govern- 
ment officials struggle to meet pay- 
ments when they come due and often 
press for delays. 








SiCal Chairs sei 
response. But this tactic of serving 
up individual bureaucrats as scape- 
goats for popular frustration is wear- 
ing thin. So must be- the regime's 
reliance upon nationalism and his 
personality cult. 

In view of all this, Romania’s bur- 
eaucratic ruling class as a whole 
must be relieved by the temporary 
supression of the Polish workers’ 
movement. They know that had the 
iron fist of martial law not come 
down there Romania was a suscept- 
ible candidate for the contagion of 
intense class warfare. Even so there 
can be no doubt that more trouble 
lies ahead for the regime of Nicolai 


Ceausescu. 





LALA Mobilizes 


ons/persons who read STRIKE! to 
help out. What is needed are con- 
tacts and sources of information in 
both various Latin American coun- 
tries and the exile communities elsewhere. 
The nature of the work involved 
and the circumstances under which 
libertarians must operate in Latin 
America make maintaining security 
an important consideration. 

The principle upon which 
L.A.L.A. is founded is international 
libertarian and proletarian solidar- 
ity. STRIKE! encourages all inter- 
ested persons to contact: Libertarian 
Aid for Latin America, c/o 
Libertarian Workers’ Groups, P.O. 
Box 692, Old Chelsea Station, New 
York, N.Y. 10113, U.S.A. 


Rather our hard won understanding 
is that no solution to unemployment 


exists Outside the concentration of 


Capital, automation of production, 
the elimination of surplus value and 
the establishment it supports which 
will not pursue production on the 
basis of its profitability. 
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The fascination of the film noir 
has been rediscovered. With films 
like Prince of the City, Body Heat 
and the remade Postman Always 
Rings Twice now in the theatres, 


there must be something about these - 


dark tales which captures the cur- 


rent mood. 
The films noirs of the forties were 


æ 


one and gloor V al ere Pe, tne 


convoluted plots, and also because 
the characters were forced to make 
moral choices in a morally ambigu- 
ous world. Particularly in the best 
remembered detective films of that 


time (The Maltese Falcon and The . 


Big Sleep, for example) truth and 
virtue are not clear until the final 
frames of the film. Even then, the 
accepted truth — the story told to 
the newspapers and the cops — is 
constructed from pieces of the real 
truth, with enough fiction to patch 
the holes in between (holes used by 
the central character to slip out with- 
out indictment). It is morality with- 
out formal morals or scruples, the 
search for a just solution by a detec- 
tive who has himself been implicated 
in the crime and guilt. At best, those 
who escape are those with the least 
guilt, and those who, it is arranged, 
will ‘take the fall’, are despicable, 
even if not actually responsible for 
the crime they are pinned with. The 


‘central character plunges into this 


morass with a variety of ‘motives: 
personal gain, opportunism, sexual 
passion, but also a sense of justice. 

These films were made during 
black times, with economic depres- 
sion and war as the backdrop of 
daily life. The ‘moral’ person was 
forced to enter this dark labyrinth of 
murder and betrayal in the hopes of 
reaching some brighter-justice at the 
other end. There was no way to 
stand back or rise above it. Those 
who loved international comradery 
‘were forced into the cross fire be- 
tween nations, those who loved shar- 
ing and generosity were forced to 
look out for their own immediate 
interests. 

The virtue of the film noir was 
(and is) the assertion that even in 
dark times like those one could still 
make choices. One could seek the 
most justice, the least compromise. 


Just as the decay of the workers’ 
movement from World War I to the 
mid-thirties set the stage for the in- 


dividual approach manifest in the | 
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film noir, so the collapse of our 
generation’s moral and political cer- 
tainty after the sixties and early sev- 
enties laid the grounds for a return 
to the film noir. Economic insecur- 
ity, the threat of war, and the failure 
of collective solutions, are once a- 
gain the setting for daily life. While 
some of these new films noirs are 
ere |) api ulation ere back- 
tunism, reed and AE some, 
like Prince of the City present the 
torturous search for clarity in a 
troubled world. 

Prince of the City may be at the 


fringe of the film noir in plot, but- 


thematically it cuts to the center of 
the genre. Danny Ciello, the central 
character of the film, is a cop in 
New York City’s Special Investigat- 
ing Unit (SIU), narcotics section. 
Ciello and his partners are involved 
in the usual police scams: taking 
money and heroin confiscated in 
drug busts, extorting money from 
mobsters in exchange for their re- 
lease, keeping junkie informants sup- 
plied with heroin. Danny’s family 
ties to the mafia make him particu- 
larly valuable in arranging deals. 

Danny is approached by federal 
prosecutors from the special Chase 
Commission investigating police cor- 
ruption. ‘You guys go for cops 
cause cops are easy,” Danny screams, 
“What about the D.A.’s and judges?” 
The system is corrupt he argues, 
and “You guys run the whole thing.” 
But Danny has also become corrupt, 
as his brother and father tell him. 
His wife sees it differently, describ- 
ing a world where right and wrong 
have been dissolved in universal cor- 
ruption: “I know you feel guilty. 
But others are more guilty shan you. 
Everybody’s guilty.” 

Still, Danny longs for the clean 
feeling he had when he first started 
as a cop. To feel clean again, to find 
“absolution”, Danny decides to co- 
operate with the Commission. 

The threads of that. ‘clean feeling’ 
— comradery, compassion, and jus- 
tice — run a tangled weave in the 
precincts. At one point Danny has 
to knock down one junkie to get the 
heroin for another. Acts of, mercy 
become at the same time acts of 
viciousness. | 


Community and comradery are 
the bedrock of Danny’s life: “I will 
not go against my partners, I will 
never cross that line ... My partners 
will never give me up.” Ties of love 
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eturn of Film Noir 


and blood, friendship and shared 
work prove much more reliable than 
the formal, legal ties that connect 
Ciello with the feds. Towards the 
end of his relation with the Com- 
mission, Danny concludes “I don’t 
know what the truth is anymore .. 
There’s only one thing I know, all 
these guys [on the Commission] are 
i aade 
ruggie tOo do V 1a 


friends, the only truth he is certain 
of. In the twisted life of the city, 
compassion and responsibility are at 
odds, friendship and justice conflict. 

Justice is the most elusive quality 
of all. The justice of the feds reveals 
itself as-cold and manipulative career- 
ism, unconcerned with the real im- 
pact it has on the humans beneath 
it. As long as Danny is useful to 
them, the feds are ready to use him, 
but they are also ready to turn on 
him in an instant. 

Danny is saved or helped by 
mafiosi several times_in the film, 
while the feds come close to sacrific- 
ing him, out of clumsiness or politi- 
cal necessity. Ultimately the ‘justice’ 
of the Commission destroys the lives 
of many individuals, while leaving 
the machinery of injustice and cor- 
ruption intact. By the end of the 
film, Danny, now bound to the 
Commission, is jubilant because his 
partner tells the Commission to fuck 
off. 

Prince of the City leaves us with 
no clear choices. In a world where 
“everyone is guilty”, Danny becomes 
a hero of sorts just by trying to pre- 
serve justice, compassion, comrad- 
ery. Through endless inversions — 
the corrupt become the virtuous, 
mercy becomes cruelty, loyalty be- 
comes betrayal — there is an integ- 
rity in Danny’s effort. Here, perhaps, 
is the greatest inversion of the film: 
the man who is a cop, a corrupt 
cop, and an informant, we feel is a 
real human being. His humanity sur- 


faces in his struggle for clarity in a 


world whose moral gravity has 
failed. 

If the films noirs reduce the 
struggle for justice to an individual, 
moral struggle, 
reflect a society in which conscience 
is no longer operating at the social 
and political level. (Morality is, in 
many ways, politics deformed by 
implosion from the social to the 


individual realm.) Film noir like ` 
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But in Danny's 


‘right he cuts himself off from his 


it is because they’ 


Prince ... are among the better ex- 
pressions of conscience in an age 
where “everyone is guilty”. 

A generation which a decade ago 
stood outside and opposed to state, 
business, family, and property, now 
finds itself accomplices, as adminis- 
trators, in business, married, owning 
homes. The deep cynicism towards 

ands cici ha grew during 
ation, is still 
mixed oath attempts at private in- 
tegrity. The film noir expresses the 
painful dilemma of ‘just’ people who 
are increasingly involved in, and 
even managing, an unjust world. Yet 
even as the revival of these films hits 
the screen, the period which they 
reflect is drawing to a close. 


The search for justice becomes an 
individual pursuit when the collec- 
tive creation of justice seems impos- 
sible. The political polarization 
which the 80s is bringing will re- 
establish the shared political and 
‘moral’ certainty of class conflict, 
and thus the possibility of the social 
pursuit of justice. The need in film 
during this period will be for a new 
‘socialist realism’, a new partisan 
film-making that justifies and articu- 
lates the communist transformation 
of society. Let’s hope that such a 
new film can incorporate the ruth- 
less honesty, the human passions, 
and the individual conscience, that 
has given the films noirs their power. 


Rudy Perkins 
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Solidarity A 
Protest: 


The declaration of a “State of 


War” by Poland’s new military rulers S) 
quickly evoked a wave of protests t 
around the world the likes of which a 
have not been seen since the U.S.’s o 
infamous Christmas bombing of ir 


North Viet Nam in 1973. Here we tl 
present reports of Solidarity actions n 
in three North American cities shortly V 
after the December 13th events. We h 
would like to continue to give cover- t 
age of such acitivites and invite you, S 
our readers, to send reports to us. y 
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Direct Action 


by: Lazarus Jones 


MONTREAL - In the weeks fo `” 
lowing General Jaruzelski’s coward- > 
ly midnight coup the Polish and 
Russian consulates in Montreal were . 
the scenes of almost daily demon- B 
strations. These mostly polite par- ʻ 
ades varied in size and intensity, C 
reaching a sort of climax when two € 
enraged Poles kicked in the door of t 
the Polish consulate, but they really ™ 
had little effect on the day-to-day F 
activities of the apparatchiks locked ¥ 
within the silent and darkened for- si 
tresses. Many people felt a need to li 
escalate the protest and when the. P 
Quebec-Poland Solidarity Commit- n 
tee, which includes many Anarchists u 
in it’s membership, proposed direct vd 
action the response was immediate t 
and enthusiastic. r 
The chosen target was the offices u 
of the- Soviet airline Aeroflot in V 
downtown Montreal. On the morn- A 
ing of Tuesday, December 29, an 
advance party of five individuals ae 
staked out the lobby of the building tt 
where the Aeroflot offices were lo- ia 
cated while a larger group of ap- P 
proximately 40 people gathered at a t 
nearby city square. As the larger 3 


party approached the outer doors 


prevent the closing of the doors to h 
the Aeroflot office. Within mo- 
ments, 30 people had occupied the . 
office and were soon taping up large < 
signs in the display windows an- = 
nouncing the occupation and also t! 
setting up a tape-deck that belted A 
out Polish and other revolutionary $ 
songs. On the outside other people 3 
spray-painted slogans like “support 4 
Solidarnosc” on the windows and P 
walls and also distributed a pre- . ( 
pared statement to downtown b 
passers-by. — 
The Aeroflot staff had disap- : 
peared at the first hint of trouble 
and we had the offices to ourselves t 
for a few minutes before the forces A 
of law-n-order made their first ap- ; 
pearance on the scene. Two harried 
looking constables went through the 2 


ritual formalities of asking us to 
leave immediately and were hooted 
down. Meanwhile the wheels of the 
police bureaucracy were beginning 
to grind and the streets outside the 
office were soon jammed with police 
cruisers, 14 of them at a rough 
count, and a newspaper photograph- 
er reported that he had seen 18 
more parked one street over from 
the Aeroflot office. He also darkly 
confided that the cops were in a 
mood for ‘“‘busting heads” after two 
weeks of increasingly militant dem- 
onstrations. 

We later learned that the Soviet 
consulate had indignantly demanded | | 
that their socialist property be re- 
turned immediately to their control j 
and had asked the police to have the 
riot squad standing by. After we 
had been occupying the offices for | 
almost an hour two Soviet officials i 
arrived to sign the riot act disap- _ 
pearing into an office that, suitably, 
had a portrait of Brezhnev’s beam- 
ing mug on the wall. 

It had been decided at a previous 
committee strategy meeting that a 
violent confrontation would be 
avoided if possible and as the police 
officer in charge prepared to read 
the riot act we declared the action 
over and departed. 
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stions: 


; Blast Regime 


The action was widely and even 
npathetically reported in the Mon- 
al media, the one exception being 
yarticularly vicious hatchet-job by 
r local CBC-TV affiliate. We were 
roduced as a group “calling itself 
e Quebec-Poland Solidarity Com- 
ttee” and described as “people 
10 will protest anything.” The on- 
accurate note was their descrip- 
yn of our leaflet which they rightly 
id “advocated a world where the 
orkers control everything — with- 
t bosses.” 
Below we re-print some extracts 
m the leaflet distributed in French 
d English at the Aeroflot action. 
“Today, we have decided to oc- 
py the Aeroflot office in Montreal 
solidarity with the men and wom- 
of Solidarity. We wish to make it 
ar to the Soviet Union, and to 
eryone else, that it is not possible 
impede the free development of 
yrking class self-management in 
land and expect that business else- 
vere will proceed as usual. The 
yrid situation, which the forces of 
w and order have for some time 
yw shaped into a homogenous 
ass, calls out for action, beckons 
to express, without violence but 
th conviction, our refusal to stand 
- as the authorities, for’ whatever 
ason of State, continue to tread 
yon people, in Poland or else- 
aere. The earth has had enough, 


id so have we. 
* .. At bottom they’re all the 


me; the same logic underlying 
ir game of hide-and-seek. After 
„a State is still a State, be it called 
land, El Salvador, the USA or 
> USSR. They differ only as to 
sir status: junior or senior part- 
rs in a world enterprise of heinous 
oportions seeking to control our 
pes and package our dreams. 

‘« .. If, however, the Polish work- 
;, men and women, have taught us 
ything in their long and difficult 
uggle against a brutal power, it is 
at we can resist and oppose those 
10. would have us march to the 
ne of their profits and privileges. 
le time has come simply to say no, 
to the State, no to martial law in 
land, no to Soviet imperialism. 
je must) demand what the mem- 
rs of Solidarity seek for them- 
ves: liberty, not formal but real 
erty; not the freedom to buy what 


ipital or the State offers them, but | 


e freedom to decide on their own 
1en to work, what to produce, 
1ere to live, whom to love. They 
) not want to exchange the status 
convict for that of commodity. 
ley simply. want to be human, to 
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create and make of the world as 
they choose: self-management with- 
out bosses. We could hardly de- 
mand less for ourselves. It only re- 
mains to dethrone the masters ev- 
erywhere: in Katowice and Gdansk, 
in Thetford Mines and Ste. Therese, 
‘at the offices of Aeroflot and Via 
Rail, in the Vatican and at The Bay. 
Comrades, we'll be back!” 





San Francisco 
by E. Kelly and A. Powell 
On Sunday, December 13th, mar- 
tial law was declared in Poland. 
Here in San Francisco, our usual 
Tuesday night discussion group was 
transformed into a special session 
on the crisis. Over 20 people, all 
over concerned, assembled at the 
local anarchists bookstore, Bound To- 
gether, in the Haight, to discuss the 
situation. We brainstormed for pos- 
sible actions in the coming days, 
including intensive leafleting and 
picketing different places such as the 


“Bank of America, arrimportant eredi ~ 






tor to the Polish government (180 
million dollars). During the meet- 
ing, two leaflets were presented and 
typeset late that night. One was a 
factual description of the events and 
the other, a short, concise comment 
on the situation. We decided to 
meet at a demonstration organized: 
by the local AFL-CIO at the U.N. 
Plaza the following day. 

At this U.N. Plaza demonstra- 
tion, about a dozen anarchists were 
present; it appeared as if few other 
Leftists were there. (Libertarian 
Party members had a literature 
table; however, they were not seen 
at subsequent events. Several of 
these “Libertarians” kept insisting 
to us that we had the same ideas as 
them, which we kept denying.) 
KPFA (listeners-sponsored radio in 
Berkeley) covered the event, as did 
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the San Francisco Chronicle, and 
even a few individuals from “our 
group” were interviewed. Even the 
slogan “NO FASCISM — LEFT or 
RIGHT” went on the air. 

The following day, we again met 
at the bookstore. There were close 
to 20 people present and still a great 
deal of interest. We decided it would 
be advantageous to attend a meet- 
ing sponsored by the Public Service 
Employees Union on Friday. 

It was raining heavily the night of 
the meeting and we didn’t think 
many pedple would show up, but 
the union hall was filled. There were 
young and old, men and women, 
PATCO members, some of the 
striking Theatre and Amusement Jan- 
itors (local 9), a few Marxists-and 
Anarchists — even two old-timers 


from the Spanish Civil War! We had — 


a table there with books and leaflets 
related to Poland and to anarchism. 
Some books were sold, as well as a 
substantial number of Strike!’s. 
There were speakers at the 
podium, including a Polish woman’ 
active in trade union politics, a repre- 


‘sentative of the striking theatre jani- 


tors also involved in gay issues, a 
member of SOLIDARITY who 
“spoke for himself’ and preached 
moderation with unity, and a femi- 
nist woman who spoke on the pivo- 
tal role of women-in the SOLID- 
ARITY movement. The general per- 
spective was one of socialism with 
an emphasis on freedom. Almost all 
speakers mentioned that what is 
happening in Poland could happen 
here, and that we share similar aspi- 
rations and are involved in similar 
struggles as the Polish workers. Denun- 


ciations of both Russia and the U.S. 


] > 


evident. 


Other leftists were present such as 
one Trotskyist who spoke at the 
very end of ihe meeting when most 
people were gone anyway. The last 
quarter of the meeting was devoted 
to a strategy session ih which, by 
democratic vote, we decided that of 
all the possible courses of action, 
it would be best to hold an evening 
rally at Union Square, due to its 
high visibility and the tremendous 
amount of people in the area (holi- 
day shoppers and people getting out 
from their jobs). 

The Union Squre rally was held 
Tuesday, December 22nd and got 
underway around 5 p.m. There was 
an impressive gathering for this after- 
dark, candlelight protest. The long 
picket line was orderly and peaceful 


See Protests p. 7 
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Have You Heard 
The One About The 
Polish Workers? 


The text below was distributed by the Vancouver Anarchists For Solidar- 
ity in English and Polish at various demonstrations and actions in Van- 
couver as well as on board the Polish fishing vessels docked in the Van- 
couver harbour where it was enthusiastically received. 

The irony of the events unfolding in Poland today must bring a smile 
to the faces of those bankers, politicians, bureaucrats and bosses who 
fear the solidarity of working people everywhere. 

The cruel punchline is that this genuine movement for self-manage- 
ment through direct action is once again being crushed by the police 
and armed forces of a so-called workers’ communist government. 

è No Government Anywhere will truly help Solidarity now. No govern- 
ment, East or West, can afford to stand by and watch a movement like 
Solidarity take more and more control of everyday life in defiance of 
authority. Only the practical solidarity of working men and women 
expressed through strikes, boycotts, occupations, demonstrations, with- 
holding rents, civil disobedience and sabotage, have been effective in 
winning real freedom. A lasting freedom will only be ensured when 
working people outside Poland stand with Solidarity and share its cour- 
ageous example. 

© Beware False Friends of Poland who are rallying behind the cause of 
Solidarity while squashing similar organizing efforts in their own back- 
yards. When workers at B.C. telephone took direct action and occupied 
their workplaces the press condemned them and the courts punished 
them. When American air traffic controllers tried to form a union they 
were fired by Reagan. When the labour movement of Quebec raised its 
head it was met with illegal government action and armed occupation. 
These are just a few instances in a bloody history of repression against 
worker’s organizing efforts in North America. 








è Blood Money: $27 billion in outstanding international loans speak 
louder than human rights in Poland. The Soviet Union is not the only 
party concerned with “stability” there. Western banks and governments 
also prefer “stability” to workers’ self-management. The kind of stability 
that ensures the smooth flow of the international economic order. The 
_pressure provided by financiers the world over has helped create the cli- 
mate ripe for martial law. 

è Solidarity is no sell-out trade union. Martial law was declared because 
Solidarity would not give up its popoular momentum in exchange for a 
seat on any board of directors. The Polish people built their own mov- 

* ment, not only to gain basic human rights but also to reclaim the fruits 
of their own labour by reorganizing economic life. 
© The Courage and Dignity of the Solidiarty movement in Poland shows 
that it is possible to build an alternative to authoritarian communism 
that is not capitalist. An alternative that defies the old Cold War div- 
isions between East and West and provides hope for the future. An 
alternative which envisions a society free from the domination of bosses 
or commissars, without politcal parties or corporations, a society scaled 
to the needs and desires of ordinary people. 


They Want Freedom 
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VANCOUVER — Of all the centres of protest actions none received as 
much publicity as this city. In fact, the presence of four Polish fishing 
vessels in Vancouver’s harbour provided for a media circus as well as a 
site of protests. 

The actual protests included an almost 1000 strong march and rally on 
December 19th led by Solidarity members from:the ships. 

Other acts of resistance followed including the defection of 98 sailors. 
The final event was a “Moral Strike” by most of the crew of one ship, 
the Regulus, on January 12th. At stake were a pay dispute and demands 


to make phone calls to family members in Poland. 


‘During the five hour action ‘‘Solidarity on Strike” pickets and banners. 
were respected by other unionized workers in the harbour. An official 
from the Polish consulate soon acceded to the sailors’ demands ending 
the last known strike on Polish territory. The Regulus set sail the next 
day. 


„> > 


6. STRIKE! 





BREAD 
8e ROSES 


Women, Unions and Work 








The Hamilton Working Women (HWW) group has been active in 
sponsoring a number of forums, rallies and educationals on the nature of 
women’s oppression. In December they invited Madeline Parent, a 
representative of the Confederation of Canadian Unions, to speak on 
women, unions and work. Her commentary provided a real insight into 
the movement’s attempts to attain equal rewards for equal behavior and 


pointed up the limits of this strategy. 


Parent argued that women occupy an inferior social station because 
they play second fiddle economically. Women are about 40 percent of 
the labour force today. Before this women were often tied to the home 
but urban pressures make wage-labour a necessity. However school and 
media institutions don’t take this reality into account and distort 


women’s development by encouraging them to prepare for marriage and 
house work rather than aiding them in learning how to make a decent 
living. 


The answer to these problems, according to Parent, are E 
and collective bargaining with women being active in unions for their 
issues. Parent believes women should also be conversant with and take 
stands on legislative issùes. For example she is committed to equal pay 
for work of equal value both as a contract clause and law. 

Women at work should be valued for their skills, training on the job, 
effort, responsibility and the physical conditions of the labour. This is 
UN and International Labour Organization policy. But governments like 
that in Ontario don’t support it because they find it easier to underpay 
women unless they organize. 

However even if this demand was granted it would still be possible to 
discriminate against women since equal rights can still foster inequality 
among unequal participants. In order to take into account different 
labour capacity such wants as paid parental leave are important too. It 
provides job security. Since 1969 teachers, hospital workers and women 
government service workers in Quebec have received 20 weeks of paid 
leave for child bearing. And in Quebec you can get 2 years leave as well 
from a child’s birth and keep your job seniority. Women have even won 
10 weeks adoption leave in Quebec for public workers, teachers and 


hospital employees. 


Women can also achieve protection from sexual and other harassment 
on the job by agitating for a general anti-harassment ‘human rights’ pol- 
icy. [his would cover women:and encourage other workers’ support tor 
an anti-discrimination clause in labour contracts. It is more effective by 
far than complaints to the company. 

Redress in the area of pensions is wanted also to ensure . that rewards 
are directly proportional to the labour capacities of society’s members. 
Pensions could therefore take account of maternity leave when calculat- 
ing service time and not discriminate against women for bearing child- 
ren. As well private pensions which exclude groups such as women could 
be prohibited where they exist. | 

Also in need of modification is the area of safety and health in offices. 
This has been all but ignored because women are concentrated in this 
type of employment. Yet there are real hazards in these work places such 


‘as video display terminals. And in textiles or clothing industries there are 


many accidents like pressers’ burns or seamstresses getting needle punc- 
tures. Safety committees could identify and cut down these hazards and 


argue for safer procedures. 


On the question of seniority Madeline Parent called for it to be based 


on the entire bargaining unit and not on “each department wherein it is 
possible to place different groups of workers in different departments 
and deprive such groups as women from the same opportunities as the 
rest of the plant, Such a seniority clause, as Parent suggests, can be 
linked with retraining rights guarantees which make the first clause prac- 
tical and give all employees more diverse skills. 


These activities can improve women’s status in the work force thereby 


ameliorating labour market segregation by sex and hence opening up 
new areas of employment for women which would be helpful for those 
who can’t afford or don’t care to be confined to domestic work. 
Moreover such improvement in women’s 
social expression generally too. The link is a union. In closing Parent 
stressed the need for consistency and a recognition that this isn’t a one 
day activity but a strategic long term process. 
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Upcoming ; 


Events 
New York 


Libertarian Book Club Forums. Feb- 
ruary 24 at 7:30 pm “Situationism” 
with speakers formerly with the Situa- 
tionist International. March 24 at 7:30 
pm “The International Ecology Move- 
ment” with Murray Bookchin author 
of Toward an Ecological Society. For 
location, see above. 


“The Current Situation in Poland”, 
Washington Square Church, 135 W. 
4th St. at 7:30 pm. Sponsored by the 
Libertarian Workers’ Group and 


. the International Communist Cur- 


rent. Speakers to be announced. 


‘Boston 


Rally to be held on. February 6 at 
12:00 pm. in Copley Plaza, Boston. 
Participants will then march to State 
House. The themes of the action 
will be: “For Workers’ Control in 
Poland and the U.S.” and “Against 


Intervention — USSR Out of 


Poland and U.S. Out of El Salva- 
dor’ Sponsored by Black Rose, 
Socialist Labour Party (Boston), 
Socialist Party (Boston), Industrial 
Workers of the World (Boston), 
Hard Rain and others. 


Confronting 


by: Brian Burch 

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan has 
been known for political quiet. But 
this myth seems to be fading away. 
This is thanks to the efforts of a 
newly-formed body The Concerned 
Citizéns for Sexual Equality. 

On November 13 after a day’s 
preparation six individuals gathered 
outside the Carlton Collegiate to pro- 
test the regional Miss Teen Canada 
Pageant. While their leaflet was dis- 
tributed to a rather unsympathetic 
crowd the action did get sympathetic 
coverage in the Prince Albert Daily 
Herald. 

Although the media support 
struck one as surprising the content 
of the leaflet was more familiar: 
“The Miss Teen Canada Pageant 
treats women as objects, not as 
people. Such public displays give 
intellectual and social legitimacy to 
the treatment of women as objects 
in other settings, thus reinforcing 
such problems as street hassles, bat- 
tered women, sexual harassment and 
rape. The displaying and posturing 
of women’s bodies in such contests 
differs only in degree from the ex- 
ploitation of women which is com- 
monly labeled pornography. To 
these concerns, must be added the lie: 
that beauty contests represent ... that 
women are to develop a sense of 
worth on the basis of appearance 
and not on their personhood.” 

“These contests are designed to 
benefit big business interests which 
profit from and.gain cheap publicity 
‘through the exploitation of young 
women. By providing gifts and liv- 
ing expenses, corporations lure indi- 


viduals into participating in such dis- , 
plays. If businesses were truly con- ' 


cerned with providing opportunities 


for women, they would be practic-: 


ing affirmative action hiring and 


promotion policies, not renting 
“wo e s y ies. SPREE EE OO I 


“Miss Teen Canada Pageants are 

nothing new. They recreate the sub- 
missive role of women in our society. 
Instead of women working together 
for mutual benefit, our society ex- 
pects women to compete for men’s 
attention, using a transitory part of 
their being as bait. This is exploita- 
tive of women and an insult to the 
intelligence of men. Yet such meat- 
markets continue.” 
. “We recommend, if beauty is to 
be celebrated, that art festivals be 
held. Let objects be treasured for 
their beauty, not women treated as 
objects.” 


Given how quiet the grass-roots 





Teach-In 

To be held in mid-February at a 
location to be announced. The 
themes will be similar to those of 
the February 6 rally and march. For 
more information please contact: 
Hard Rain, P.O. Box 363, Somer- 
ville, Mass. 02143 


Montreal 

The Intellectuals and the State with 
Noam Chomsky and other.speakers 
to be announced. June 5, 1982, time 
and location to be announced. Spon- 
sored by the Anarchos Institute. For 
more information contact: Anarchos 
Institute, 3981 St. Laurent, 4th floor, 


Montreal, Canada, H2W 1Y5. 


Solidarity: The Unfinished Insurrec- 
tion (in French) January 25 at 7:30 
PM. Cafe Borduas, 1257 rue Am- 
herst, Metro Beaudry 


The ‘Right to Work: The Ambiguous ` 


Demand, February 15, 7:30 PM. Hap- 
py Birthday Kronstadt!, March 1, 
7:30. Gays and Order: Subversion or 
Reproduction?, March 15, 7:30. Self- 
Management, March 29, 7:30 PM. 
The ABC’s of Anarchism, May 10, 
7:30. For location, see above. 


weww 


level of the feminist movement has 
become in outlying centres this small 
demonstration in Prince Albert 
stands out as a positive change. Con- 
fronting sexism in its blatant and 
public forms by tying it to related 


_corporate exploitation serves as a 


reminder that the patriarchal lies re- 
main around us, condemning Our 
silence. 

All year round beauty pageants 
are held, whether to choose ‘* Winter 
Carnival Queens”: or a “Miss Uni- 
verse”, with general social accept- 
ance. Even among anarchists! There 
is little opposition to the arbitrary 
judgement of women of the basis of 
looks and support for traditional 
values. There’s also a lot of wasted 
words bemoaning less blatant, more 
popular forms of exploitation such 
as the lack of opportunities for 
women. The fact that as long as 
women are being urged to compete 


on the basis of physical attractive- 


ness to males they won’t have have 
equal opportunity seems to be ig- 
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nored. 

Hard core pornography is a grow- 
ing commodity while rapes are in- 
creasing. ‘Kiddie Porn’ is now accept- 
able to middle class tastes as cut- 
backs hit daycare and education. 
Beauty pageants dot North Amer 
yet it seems that only in Prince Al- 
bert can people still be mobilized 
against them. 

Libertarian leftists must not just 
voice Our Opposition to sexism. We 
must confront it in our own lives as 


well as wherever it exists. 
In February the Concerned Citi- 


zens for Sexual Equality will picket 
the contest for the winter carnival 
“queen”. Let us hope this will not 
be an isolated action but one com- 
plementing others elsewhere in 
North America. 

No competition among women for 
the profit of men! Silence in this 
battle means supporting the enemy. 


me Unclassifieds 





NORTH AMERICAN ANARCHIST 
NETWORK: To participate, make 50 
copies of your submission and mail it 
to the N.A.A.N., P.O. Box 18488, 
Denver CO. 80218. $3.00 donation 
encouraged. N.A.A.N. collates all 
submissions and mails them back out 
to everyone. We exercise no editorial 
control. Deadline for issue #6 is Feb- 
ruary Ist, 1982. 
May Day Disaster Fund Draw: Ist 
\Prize: 2 matching Lopi wool jumpers 
hand-knitted in Orcadian “Magnus” 
pattern. 2nd and 3rd-Prizes: Orcadian 
Food Hamper including a bottle of 
Highland Park malt whiskey. Other 
Prizes: Orcadian knitwear, Orcadian 
malt whiskey, book tokens and lots of 
unusual prizes. 

The draw will be held at the May 
Day Party to be held at the Auto- 
nomy Club in London, England, on 
Saturday, May Ist, 1982. Prize winners 
will be notified by First Class Mail if 
not present. 

The money raised will be used to 
alleviate the enormous debts owed by 
Cienfuegos Press thereby insuring its 
continued survival if enough is raised. 
Tickets are available from STRIKE! 
for 50 cents each or from Cienfuegos 
Press, Over the Water, Sanday, Ork- 
ney, KW17 2B1, Scotland for 25p 


each. 


We at STRIKE! encourage your 
generous support. 


S.R.A.F. Bulletin: The discussion bul- 
letin of the Social Revolutionary Anar- 
chist Federation has been revived. It 
is now published by Frontline, P.O. 
Box 21071, Washington, D.C. 20009. 


_Subs. are $6,00 for 6 issues to individ- 


uals (by voluntary donation) or $12.00 
to institutions with funded acquisition 
programmes. 


ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM Black 
Rose Books of Montreal is inter- 
ested in publishing a new edition of Rudolph 
Rocker’s book Anarcho-Syndicalism 
(the complete text, not the abridged 
version published by Freedom Press) 
and would like to locate a copy. If 
you have one or know where we 
could obtain one please write to: 
Black Rose Books, 3981 Blvd. St. 
Laurent, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 
H2W 1Y5. 

STRIKE! buttons (Black on Red) are 
available from the STRIKE! Collec- 
tive, P.O. Box 284, Main Station, St. 
Catharines, Ontario L2R 617 for 
$1.00 each. Quantities can be 
ordered on consignment. The funds 
from sales aid Strike!’s survival as a 
monthly newspaper. 
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Well, it appears as if Commander Reagan has, for the time ` 


being, pulled himself from between the rock and the hard place 
he was stuck in a few months ago. Normally, this should be a 
big boost for him and his General Staff, just recently shaken up 
when one of its members got caught with his hand in the coo- 
kie jar and had to be replaced by a nitwit who a year ago 
couldn’t answer a Congressman’s question as to who the lead- 


ers of Zimbabwe and South Africa were. But no, there is no“ 


rejoicing in D.C., at least not yet. 

You see, they thought they had Commander Brezhnev and 
his crew on the ropes up to a few weeks ago. First they out- 
flanked him with that zero-weapons gambit for the European 
Theatre of War. Then the troops in Poland got unruly and they 
had to dispatch Sgt. Jaruszelski to put a few of them in the brig 
for a while, which left Brezhnev looking pretty bad. Then when 
the clerks in the Pentagon dusted off the file on the old eco- 
nomic sanctions ploy, it looked like all the anti-nuclear dem- 
onstrators and the rest of those ingrates who don’t appreciate 
American generosity would have to pack it in for a while. 

But all of a sudden all the NATO lieutenants like Schmidt 
and Mitterand and Papandreou decide not to go in for the kill. 
After all, they need the- business, especially that natural gas 
pipeline, since the Ayatollah and the rest of the bad boys from 
OPEC can still turn out the lights on the Kurfustendamm when- 
ever they feel like it. Besides, a lot of them aren’t too unhappy 
about those Poles getting a little taste of the whip; after all, this 
worker revolt business might just spill over the borders, and 
maybe even over to the other side of the Berlin Wall. That 
disarmament stuff is bad enough, without a bunch of workers 
who start getting ideas about running production themselves. 


So the Commander called Schmidt in and gave him a good 
talking to and got a few vague promises. Perhaps they would 
both do better to have a few words with some of their employ- 
ers at the Western banks. It seems that they have been none too 
discrete in their articles in the business press of late, and have 
actually said up front that Jaruszelski should be praised for 
cleaning up the whole mess, which was making it hard to col- 
lect those loans. Besides, say the bankers, a little hard work 
.never hurt anyone. Just look at us. 

So not only is the war in Europe not going so well, but a 
little to the south and east of there this renegade general named 


Begin decides to disobey orders and almost blow. the whole | 


game. So Big Ron has to slap his wrist in “public, which | gets 
Begin*teed:off and he starts yelling about how he’s not going to 
be anyone’s vassal. Vassal, shmassal, says Ron, just relax and 
have a glass of tea, Menachem. There’s enough loot to go 
around for everyone. If Assad and the boys in Syria get too 
upset, we'll just let them have northern Lebanon. 


Closer to home, in the Caribbean combat zone, 
looked as if the Commander was going to get to try another 
Bay of Pigs; this time in Nicaragua, and hopefully a little more 
successful than the last one. But the American papers had to go 
and spill the beans about all those warships and the exiles train- 
ing in Florida and the whole bit, and now the Sandinistas are 
getting sympathetic write-ups in the New York Times. The 
situation in El Salvador and Guatemala isn’t getting any better, 
so perhaps it’s time for the U.S. to cut a few deals before it’s 
too late — maybe an election or two, free some »political pri- 
soners, call a truce — you remember the whole game from the 
sixties. 

And let’s not forget that that’s just what it is folks, a game 
except we’re the playing pieces, the dice are Cruise missiles and 
SS-20’s and the world is the playing board. It’s up to all of us 


to put an end to the game before the players start fighting for - 


real and wreck the board. 


Protests 


it almost 








Shootout at the M-L Corral? 


When news of Albanian prime minister Mehmet Shehu’s 
“suicide” broke in the West it soon became apparent that 
there was much more to the story. The terse announcement 
on Radio Albania was hardly in keeping with Shehu’s stature 
as number two man in a system where the “cult of personal- 
ity” demands the most fawning eulogising of departing lead- 
ers — for a few weeks at least. But, the story quickly became 
truly bizarre when it was revealed that Shehu might have 
been killed in a gun battle with first secretary Enver Hoxha 
himself during a central committee meeting on December 17. 

Albania, a dirt-poor southern European nation that many 
Marxist-Leninist sects believe is the only remaining example 
of “true socialism,” has experienced growing economic prob- 
lems as a result of its policy of almost total isolation from the 
outside world. Shehu, it is thought, favoured closer ties with 
the west and this many have led to the climactic shootout. 

The incident.is certainly not out of character of this tiny 
nation where tribal antagonisms and blood feuds are still 
commonplace. During the Sixties one female member of the 
central committee dispatched a rival with a hammer blow to 
the head during a central committee meeting. With Hoxha, 
73, already well into his dotage and also possibly wounded in 
the shootout, the struggle for the succession should heat up in 
the coming months. As Mao said: “All political power comes 
out of the barrel of a gun,” so praise Stalin and pass the 
ammunition! 


Nicaraguan Solidarity 


The aspiring state socialists of Nicaragua recently showed 
that they are no laggards at picking up the tricks of the trade. 
When the military cracked down i in Poland Barricada, and El 

s “the salvation” of the country and ran ereman depicting 
Lech Walesa as a no-acount worker who was always getting 
fired from jobs until he finally obtained full-time employment 
with the Central Intelligence Agency. The government was 
somewhat embarassed when La Prensa, a right-wing dail, 
published a leaked Sandinista memo instructing Barricada 
and other official publications to print only facts confirmed 
by Soviet or Cuban press agencies and not those transmitted 
“by international news agencies controlled by imperialism” 





‘and that emphasis should be placed on “positive aspects like 


the re-establishment,of stability, tranquility and order.” Way 
to go, “comrades.” 


It’s a Real Gas! 

Much has been made of the reports that the USSR has 
supplied Vietnam with bio-chemical weapons, the so-called 
“yellow rain” toxin, but little mention has been made or the 
source of the allegations. The speciment on which the U.S. 
State Department bases its claims was, in fact, brought back 
from Southeast Asia by a writer for Soldier of Fortune maga- 
zine, a publication that specializes in glorifying the deeds of 
mercenaries and the security forces of such nations as South 
Africa and the formerly white-ruled Rhodesia. 





impact, in terms of Poland but from the average working person. 
continued trom p. 5 especially in our own futures in this We find that many people, intui- 
but passionate in tone, and quite a country. tively, want an alternative to State 


few passersby joined in. There was | 


some singing (‘Solidarity For- 
ever!’’) and chanting (such as 
“Army OUT, Workers IN, SOLI- 


DARITY must WIN!’’) and the 


Quite a few of us, who have come 
together recently in this gorup, feel 
that the Polish situation crystallizes 
many of the frustrations with the 
inadequacies of both superpowers 
and that many of those involved in 


Socialism (as in Russia ... and in 
Poland) and Capitalism (as here). 
While they are inspired by this crisis 
to begin thinking of radical alterna- 
tives to the usual power structures, 
anarchists shouldbe there and vis- 


mood was very positive throughout. 
Later, to the amusement of the 
crowd, the anarchists chanted, “All 
law is martial law — we ALL live in 
Poland!’ Other leftists -like the 
Revolutionary Workers Party kept a 
low profile, selling papers but blend- 
ing in with the crowd. About 400 
people were present at the rally. It 1s 
unknown what the media coverage 
was, but a T.V. camera was spotted 
at One point. _ 

There were some brief speeches to 
wrap up the rally, including one by 
Daniel Ellsberg who also brought 
up the. Nicaraguan situation. 
Another meeting was announced to 
be held at U.C., Berkeley on Jan. 
Sth as well as other meetings/de- 
mos. The crowd was very enthusias- 
tic about future action. There 
seemed to be-a hopeful attitude that 
we were clearly going to make an 


















the SOLIDARITY movement have 
been a great inspiration to us. We 
are also frustrated with how isolated 
_ we anarchists have been, aad 


ible. People don’t have to flounder 
about blindly looking for an alter- 
native because anarchism is that alter- 
native. 


sent) 


n Christopher) 





Individuals — $6.00 for one year (10 isues) 


Organizations — $12.00 for one year. 

Libraries — $12.00 for one vear. 

Prisoners — Free on request. 

Make cheques and money orders payable to STRIKE! and 
send them to: 

STRIKE!, P.O. Box 284, Main Station, St. Catharines, Onta- 
no, Canada, L2R 6T7. 


STRIKE! 7. 


Libertarian Notes 








Scientists who examined the specimens noted that “the 
toxin on the leaves was almost uncontaminated by dirt or 
water, which suggests it had been applied directly rather than 
sprayed.” As biochemist Matthew Meselsen of Harvard Uni- 
versity declared,“the smoking gun has not been presented, 
toxic chemicals may or may not have been used, but on 
equivocal evidence, U.S. officials are treating this as thought 
this were a direct attack and they had to react in kind.” 

The propaganda offensive launched by the U.S. govern- 
ment around the “yellow rain” affair is obviously motivated 
by its own desire to restock its chemical arsenal. The allega- 
tions of Soviet use of-such weapons is regarded as the surest 
way of making such a move more palatable to Congress and 
the public. 


Cult of the Non-Personality 


A mythical minister was voted one of West Germany’s 
most popular politicians in an opinion poll published recently. 
The respected Emnid Institute placed “Minister Meyers” on a 
list of government official submitted to voters for a routine 
popularity test. The result: the non-existent minister was 
voted sixth most popular, ahead of such political heavy- 
weights as Defence Minister Hans Apel and Interior Minister 
Gerhart Baum. 

An Emnid Institute spokesperson commented that “con- 
trary to the assumptions of politicians and opinion pollsters, 
large sections of the population have a high degree of ignor- 
ance about politics.” A more accurate assessment might be 
that large sections of the population couldn't give a good 
goddamn about politicans or papas 


Coup Klutzes Still Active 


One year after the abortive February 23 coup in Spain the 
government is still dithering and refusing to take firm action 
against the organizers of the coup or golpistas as they are 
known in Spain. On December 6 one hundred junior offiers, 
in a move that disappointed those who had hoped that the 
rising young officers would be less fascistic than their elders, 
issued a manifesto that attacked the press, expressed support 
for the golpistas and demand the end of poe interference’ 
in the armed forces. 

The feeble administration of prime minister Leopoldo Cal- 
vo Sotelo, afraid to provoke another coup attempt, has grant- 
ed concession after concession to the golpistas and allowed 
officers whose actions on February 23 were highly suspect to 
continue on in their careers. Tension is building as the trial of 
the 32 golpistas approaches and the situation can be expected 
to degenerate as the plotters attempt to turn it into a trial of © 
the king and the “democratic” regime. 

The contempt with which the military views the govern- 
ment can be judged from the fact that General Milans del 
Bosch, on the leading conspirators, was recently awarded the 
“Medal for Suffering for the Fatherland” —jin recognition of 


the time in September 1980 that he twisted his ankle getting 
out of a helicopter. In such an atmosphere the prospect of: 
another coup is an ominous possibility. > 
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Concessions Critic Barred Entry 


It seems the conflict within the UAW over concessions to General 
Motors is taking an increasingly ugly turn. On January 29 UAW Local 
199’s Chairperson for GM in St. Catharines, Ontario, John Clout, was 
grabbed by U.S. Customs Officials at Toronto International Airport. 
Denied entry, he was given nô explanation even though he had attened 
two other UAW GM Council meetings in the U.S. during the previous 
three weeks. 

Significantly, the local St. Catharines newspaper was anonymously 
tipped off by phone in suspiciously quick time. Clout charged there had 
been a set-up. While unsure as to who is responsible he cited GM, the 
International Union and local political enemies as possible culprits. 

One thing is certain. John Clout has earned himself many enemies 
including UAW President Doug Fraser by being a consistent foe of any 
concessions to the auto giants. Some time ago his vocal opposition to the 
Chrysler deal led to the right-wing executive of Local 199 formally 
informing Fraser who replied with a letter condemning Clout’s stand. 
Given this, if and when the truth about this incident emerges it is likely 
to add fuel to the rising opposition to the UAW bureaucracy’s drive for 


Memories of the way we were: Iranians prepare to lynch Jimmy Carter in effigy. 


Iran Turns to the U.S. 





by: Brian Amesly 

Not long ago there wasn’t a govern- 
ment in the world more overtly hos- 
tile to the U.S. than that of Ayatol- 
lah-Khomaini. His Islamic Republic 
had been born in direct confronta- 
tion with U.S. Imperialism. The 
dynamic for this was a huge popular 
revolt involving workers, peasants, 
clerics and students which over- 
threw the hated Shah’s police state 
in 1979. 

The deposed Shah’s regime lasted 
25 years with direct help from the 
U.S. especially through both the 
CIA and Pentagon. Two key bodies 
of the Iranian state exemplified this. 

One was the Shah’s infamous 
secret police force, the SAVAK. The 
CIA worked closely with it in ruth- 
lessly crushing all opposition. The 
other was the Shah’s U.S-equipped 
military machine which became one 
of the biggest in the world. 

The Shah’s U.S. connection had a 
price. In exchange for this U.S. 
“aid” Iran functioned as an Ameri- 
can gendarme in the Middle East. 
Iran was also expected to be toler- 
ant of Israel. Objectively thts meant 
Iran would serve as a counter to 
Soviet influence in the region. 

Consequently, when the Shah was 
overthrown the U.S. faced a poten- 
tially enormous strategic setback. 
Suddenly Iran was ruled by a state 
intent on driving the U.S. out of the 
Middle East and which embraced 
the PLO’s fight against Israel. 

- The perceived threat appeared 
greater with the surfacing of strong 
Iranian leftist organizations like the 
Mujahedin and the People’s Fed- 
ayeen. After all, these ‘Islamic 
Marxists’ saw Khomaini’s regime. as 
Stage one of a two stage revolution- 
ary process culminating in the seiz- 
ure of power by the Left. 


The Soviet move into Afghani- 


stan opened the way for improved 
U.S.-Iranian relations however. Spec- 


ifically, Iran soon began giving 
material aid to the Afghan guerillas 
putting themselves on the same side 





as the U.S. The Carter Administra- . 
tion seized on this fact by repeatedly : 


telling Iran that the USSR posed the 


greatest threat to it. 
Later on when the American hos- 


tages were seized U.S. -Iranian rela- 
tions peaked in hostility. For the 
Mullahs ruling Iran this was oppor- 


tune indeed. What with the econ- 
omy steadily deteriorating and the 
tyrannical character of the regime 
alienating many, the Mullahs gained 
an ideal target in diverting discont- 
ent away from themselves to U.S. 
threats of retaliation over the hos- 
tage taking. 

- More than ever the Mullahs made 
mileage of their image as being 
Third World and anti-imperialist. 
Hatred of the U.S. for its support of 
the Shah re-solidified their popular 
base. 

The subsequent Iraqi invasion of 
Iran made possessing the hostages 
increasingly burdensome. So they 
were released thereby ending the 
main obstacle to better U.S.-Iranian 
relations. Meanwhile the war with 
Iraq went on and on while inter- 
nally Iran faced problems like mas- 
sive unemployment and stubborn 
Kurdish resistance. 

In addition there was a power 
struggle occuring within the regime 
itself. The fanatical Islamic Repub 


-lican Party (IRP) purged ‘moder-. 
ates’ like Bani-Sadr from leading 


Iranian leaders were successfully 
assassinated but others filled the 


- vaccum and the regime’s response 


was to systemically execute all per- 
sons considered suspect. 
U.S. Favours Khomaini 


Significantly, the U.S. preferred to 
see the regime win out. This would 
insure continued suppression of the 
Left and prolong the rule of an anti- 
Soviet government directly aiding 
the Afghan guerillas. Furthermore, 
with the decimation of the Left 
there is a better chance of a success- 
ful pro-American military coup. 

Even so, Iran is already on its 
way back into the U.S. sphere of 
influence. In December an Iranian 
military delegation flew to Washing- 
ton trying tc to get the U.S. to, fulfill 
signed when the Shah ruled Iran. 
These are needed to sustain the war 
against Iraq. 

Therefore, in foreign policy and 
in dealing-with the Iranian Left Iran 
is coming full circle. Both its anti- 
imperialist and its revolutionary 
charades. are being all but aban- 





Afghan Guerillas: Drawing the U.S. and Iran closer together. 


posts. In his case in order to escape 
death Bani-Sadr fled to Paris where 
he teamed up with the Mujahedin 
leader Rajavi. 

There they declared themselves 
heads of a provisional government 
in exile. Recognizing how the purges 
had narrowed the Islamic regime’s 
base of popular support they then 
began directing unsuccessful urban 
guerilla war within Iran thinking it 
could topple Khomaini’s rule. Many 


doned. This then leaves Iran’s 
oppressed with the choice of either 
enduring more of the reactionary 
Islamic regime, irregardless of 
whether it’s ruled by Khomaini, 
Bani-Sadr or someone else, or 
smashing it as the necessary first 
step in a real Iranian Revolution. 
One in which neither Shahs nor 
Mullahs nor generals will have a 
place. 


NATO Aids Repression 


continued from p. | 


occurs only as a result of the action - 


of a -few “over-zealous officers”, 
Amnesty has concluded that, “tor- 
ture is widespread in Turkey at the 
present time and is carried out as a 
routine practice in police stations, 
and in some military establishments 


At least “western” observations 
about the complicity of Warsaw 
Pact nations have insights based on 
NATO’s role in' the Turkey coup. 


Under the terms of the U.S.A.-Turk- . 


ish defence pact Turkish military 
communications use NAFO chan- 
nels, which are monitored by Amer- 


ican military personnel, while pre- 
coup moves were disguised through 
joint exercises of NATO forces that 
commenced in Thrace the day Bé- . 
fore. Perhaps the NATO partners 
could follow up their outcries on 
Poland with plans for sanctions on 
themselves. 
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more concessions 


Lady sings the Blues 

Pearl Baily is a singer, acstress, speaker and diplomat. She has appeared 
in night clubs, motion pictures, on TV, Broadway and on records. Recently 
she visited the Chrysler Corp. Jefferson Assembly plant in Detroit. 

Management stopped production so the workers could get a chance to 
see and hear Ms. Baily. Workers came from the production line tired from 
the speed of the line, looking to hear and see some entertainment that would 
take their minds off their boring work. But to the workers’ surprise there 
was to be no entertainment. What the workers got was a speech. She praised 
the workers for their loyalty, support and sacrifices to Chrysler, and told the 
workers to be thankful they had a job and that they should do more and ask 
for less. 

It seems that Ms. Baily was brought there not to entertain the workers, 
but to set the stage for more concessions in the 1982 contract negotiations. 


Direct Action: It Works Every Time 


Fifty union members attending the UAW Family Education Center in 
Port Elgin, Ontario received a call on December 10 from the Ontario 
Federation of Labour, saying that the Farmers Survival Committee 
OMANIN 


seized two farmers’ assets. 


Two hundred farmers surrounded the bank with their tractors, com- 
bines and manure spreaders. The 50 UAW members joined them, singing 
“Solidarity Forever” and “We shall Not be Moved”. 

While the farmers’ lawyers negotiated, the workers got restless. They 
all went into the bank and began opening up accounts for small amounts 
and immediately closing them, much to the manager’s consternation. 

“We totally tied the bank up for 45 minutes to an hour,” UAW 
member Len Hope told ‘Labor Notes’. 
computers.” 

- Before long the bank gave in and said it would give the farmers — 
their property. One farmer’s assets even his pet goat had been seized 
while he was away from home. 

Source: “Labor Notes” 


` Industrial Hazards at Home | 
The recent relaxation of federal “labor standards”, which will allow 


garment maufacturers to send home work with workers, will open the 
door to the return of massive sweatshop conditions. Although anarchists 
are not in favor of legislative action to advance the cause of workers’ 
self-emancipation we do see, however, that such a Labor Department 
ruling can only be detrimental to workers in an industry where exploita- 
tion and union class collaboration is already the norm. The Labour 
Department ruling will have disastrous effects in the following ways: 

è Substandard, illegally low wages; 

è Employment of children; 

e Long hours of work with no premium pay for overtime; 

è Unsafe, unhealthy working conditions, with risk to both worker and 
consumer; 

© Unfair competition with workers in factories that offer decent wages 
and working conditions. 

While the conditions of home work in the past were terrible, today 
they would be far worse. Today garments are rarely made of cotton 
alone. Synthetic materials and solvents are used for basting. As poor as 
they are, federal rules now govern the use of asbestos, vinyl chloride, 
perchloroethlene, formaldehyde and other chemicals in the work place. it 
is shattering to realize that employers will have the option of using — 
unregulated in workers’ homes — those hazardous materials. 

Industrial home work must be opposed on many grounds. In light of 
the hazards listed, the hazards which industrial homework will bring give 
reason to stop the practice before it starts. It is hoped that garment and 
clothing workers in organized shops will form committees to prevent 
their bosses from contracting out work to homemakers, prevent their 
bosses from attempting to force workers to take home work after the 
working day is over and, naturally, to organize against those bosses who 
contract out work. 


Pat on the Back 
A service provided employers on how to deal with their workers 
advised them, “If you want 10 hours work in eight hour days, you may 
feel you have to pay for it. “Bunk,” this service insists, “money can’t buy 
that.” It suggests, instead of cash, some pats on the back and regular diet 
of promises of a great future. 
~ Such a pat on the back is worthy of a kick in the head. 





“I don’t know what it do to the l 
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